ANDROCLES AND THE LION

bv their adventures more than by any qualities of mind or char-
acter. Indeed, but for the epistles, we should have a very poor
opinion of the apostles. Paul in particular is described as setting
a fashion which has remained in continual use to this day. When-
ever he addresses an audience, he dwells with great zest on his
misdeeds before his pseudo conversion, with the effect of throw-
ing into stronger relief his present state of blessedness; and he
tells the story of that conversion over and over again, ending
with exhortations to the hearers to come and be saved, and threats
of the wrath that will overtake them if they refuse. At any revival
meeting today the same thing may be heard, followed by the same
conversions. This is natural enough; but it is totally unlike the
preaching of Jesus, who never talked about his personal history,
and never "worked up" an audience to hysteria. It aims at a
purely nervous effect; it brings no enlightenment; the most ignor-
ant man has only to become intoxicated with his own vanity, and
mistake his self-satisfaction for the Holy Ghost, to become
qualified as an apostle; and it has absolutely nothing to do with
the characteristic doctrines of Jesus. The Holy Ghost may be at
work all round producing wonders of art and .science, aryd
strengthening men to endure all sorts of martyrdoms for the en-
largement of knowledge, and the enrichment and intensification
of life ("that ye may have life more abundantly"); but the
apostles, as described in The Acts, take no part in the struggle
except as persecutors and revilers. To this day, when their suc-
cessors get the upper hand, as in Geneva (Knox's "perfect city of
Christ") and in Scotland and Ulster, every spiritual activity but
moneymaking and churchgoing is stamped out; heretics are ruth-
lessly persecuted; and such pleasures as money can purchase are
suppressed so that its possessors are compelled to go on making
money because there is nothing else to do. And the compensation
for all this privation is partly an insane conceit of being the elect
of God, with a reserved seat in heaven, and partly, since even the
most infatuated idiot cannot spend his life admiring himself, the
less innocent excitement of punishing other people for not ad-
miring him, and the nosing out of the sins of the people who,
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